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a right course for men to take, but that, if such an act is
repeated, or abused, then the end is not good govern-
ment, but confusion* Revolution is a magnificent creative
act, quite distinctive in its nature, as unlike a petrified
conservatism on the one side as it is, on the other, unlike
a ruinous anarchy.

Stability, therefore, was a kind of watchword for the
Germans immediately after the Revolution ; and it was
so for two reasons:; firstly, because it was a general
principle to which they had always attached much
importance, and secondly, because the special circum-
stances of the times made it seem more essential than
ever* The orders, and especially the military orders,
which I described above, must have been inspired by
memories of the terrible break up of the Russian front
under revolutionary influences the year before*
Germany could not face the thought that her army
might stream back in devastating hordes, like the
Russian army. On this occasion her habits of order and
obedience stood her in good stead. It was really a
wonderful feat at home to maintain the organisation of
the food supply, abroad to bring back an army of millions
from the front.

But I think it was not very long before the Germans
began to look beyond the immediate present. The
reader must again forgive me if I here desert the course of
events in order to explain the theory of German
Socialism. It is necessary to do so ; for nowhere else in